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Information on the AP Literature & Composition Course

C. Barnwell - Veritas

Course Description:

AP Lit. & Comp. engages students in the careful reading and critical analysis of imaginative literature, including novels, plays, and poetry. The literature that comprises this course is highly challenging, and students are required to read and write extensively throughout the year. As they read and write, they must consider each work’s structure, style, and themes, as well as the elements that contribute to those areas, such as figurative language, imagery, symbolism, and tone.
An essential difference between AP Lit. & Comp. and AP Lang. & Comp. is in the inherent distinction between how one reads and writes about “imaginative literature” as opposed to other forms of prose—specifically non-fiction prose. While the emphasis of the Lang. & Comp. course is on rhetoric and rhetorical methods, the emphasis of the Lit. & Comp. course is interpretation of content combined with analysis of textual detail, thematic and symbolic connections, and philosophical implications. In short, the AP Lang. & Comp. course teaches the students how to identify the tenets of a writer’s argument, assess the strategies employed and determine the efficacy of the argument. Additionally, that course teaches them how to construct written arguments and defend them with credible evidence. In contrast, the AP Lit. & Comp. course teaches students how to identify literary structure and style, how to ascertain theme and tone, and how to write about those elements. Approximately one third of the course involves the study of poetry. The literature (prose and poetry) studied in this course ranges from medieval literature up through literature of the mid-20th century, but the preponderance of texts are pre-20th century.
Most teachers and students agree that of the two courses, the AP Lit. & Comp. is significantly more difficult. This is due to both the level of the literature studied and the analysis and writing objectives. Fewer students earn competitive scores on this exam, yet the course is extremely helpful for the college-bound student, for it develops key skills in critical reading and writing. 

Who should enroll in the AP Lit. & Comp. course?

While the goal is not be elitist and reserve this course only for gifted students, the demands of the course are such that prospective students and their parents should carefully consider the following questions.
1. Do I have at least an average or above average SAT or PSAT score?

Students who are successful with standardized tests such as the SAT, PSAT, ACT, or PLAN are usually more successful with AP tests. An average score on either the SAT critical reading portion or the writing portion is 510-550 respectively. An average ACT score (combined) is 19-23. While an average standardized test score is not a requirement for this course, it can be a helpful predictor of success.
2. Do I have the preparation?

Pre-requisite courses can also indicate potential success in this AP course. It is helpful to have successfully completed honors-level courses or the AP Lang. & Comp. course, as those types of course refine skills in the areas of critical reading and writing. It is strongly recommended that only well-prepared juniors and seniors take this course.
3. Do I have the enthusiastic recommendation of my previous teacher?

It is important that your previous teacher confirm your readiness for the rigor of an AP course. He or she has the benefit of knowing your areas of strengths and weakness and of guiding you to make a good decision for your own progress and academic growth.

4. Do I have the time?

Excellent organizational and time management skills are essential for success in this AP course. Successful students can expect to spend anywhere from 5-10 hours of reading, writing, and study outside of class time per week. 

5. Do I have the commitment?

Taking this course is a bit like running a marathon. The successful student is not the one who takes off running the hardest and fastest—it is the one who maintains a steady, disciplined pace and consistency. Only you can determine if you have that sort of commitment and discipline.
6. Do I enjoy learning?

This is a vital question. If you are merely considering taking AP because a friend is taking it, or because your parents want you to take it, or because you think it will look good on your transcript, then you may not be the person for this course. It will make you think and work very hard, and in most cases, only a genuine enjoyment of learning will spur you to finish with excellence.

Sample Syllabus Overview:

· Texts: King Lear, Shakespeare; Heart of Darkness, Conrad; Dr. Faustus, 
Marlowe; Inferno, Dante; Great Divorce, Lewis; Crime and Punishment, 
Dostoevsky; assorted poetry; Elements of Style, Strunk & White; Princeton Review 

Guide: Cracking the AP Literature and Composition Exam
· Composition: Students can expect to write constantly. The writing assignments 
will include 1 major literary research paper (10+ pages); 30+ timed essays; 10+ 

prepped essays (2-5 pages in length each).

· Testing: The unit tests are designed to prepare the students for the structure and 
rigor of the spring College Board AP exam. They are comprised of passage-based 

multiple choice questions and timed essays. Additional practice tests will be 

assigned throughout the year, but those will be graded for completion only.

· AP Exam: The cost of the AP Lit. & Comp. exam is $87. All students enrolled 
for credit in this course will be required to take the exam when it is administered 

in May.
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